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OFFICIAL BOARD
It has been an exciting few months at Northminster United Church
since the Spring newsletter. We have had a succession of
interesting and inspiring speakers since Rev. Mir retired at the end
of April and your continuing support has been appreciated.
A supply minister has been hired and Reverend Lynda Hodgins
will begin her ministry here on Sunday, September 30th. Please
extend a warm welcome to Lynda; we look forward to getting to
know her over the coming months.
The Search Committee is working hard as they continue the
process of selecting our next minister. Please read the
committee’s report elsewhere in this newsletter.
The Ham Dinner will be held on Thursday, October 25th. Please
try to support this event as it is a welcome time of fellowship as
well as a fund-raiser for the church.
Blessings to you all,
Bruce Newmaster
Chair of the Board

Let’s give thanks!!
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SEARCH COMMITTEE

Our search committee has six members from our
congregation - Co-Chairs - Ron Kervin and Joyce
Armstrong as well as Geoff Arnold, Fran Morton,
Hunter Masters and John Tewsley. There are also
two representatives from Presbytery - Wendy
Bulloch and Grietje McBride. We are meeting but our
work is confidential so we can only give you very
general information. We have met several times and
have ordered our advertising and completed our online profile. An ad will appear in the September and
October issues of the Observer.
All of our dedicated members have attended all the
meetings, but we are committed to confidentiality,
so if you do not hear from us for a time, it does not
mean that we are not active. We will make
announcements from time to time, but bear with us,
as this is a slow process and we must adhere to the
United Church of Canada guidelines.
Joyce Armstrong, Co-Chair
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Fall has arrived and our committee falls back into routine. This
promises to be an exciting time in the life of our church. It’s
just like going to school; speaking of that our young people
are back to Sunday school. We all enjoyed September 9th’s
Sundae Sunday. It was a great way to welcome fall and to
reconnect with our church family.
We are delighted to welcome Kean Varga back as our Youth
Ministries Co- Ordinator. He brings with him a strong Christian
background. Kean is full of energy, enthusiasm and passion
about sharing God's love for all of us. He will ignite the same
in our children, as they explore their faith. Kean is great at
finding ways to engage our young people through activities
they can share in. Our hope is that this will lead to discussions
2

about faith and how to live a Christian life. Kean will be keeping in
touch with our families about activities and plans as the fall goes
on, so please be sure he has your email address. We are fortunate
to have the support of our own young people in the classroom.
Thanks to Lauren, Tekara, Hailey and Landris for the contribution
they make to our program. We are so blessed to have them in our
midst.
Our young people will assist with Memorial Flowers on October 28th,
for All Saint’s Sunday. The youth will also be laying the wreath on
November 11th Remembrance Sunday.
We are already hearing talk of Christmas and White Gift Sunday.
Plans will be under way soon, so stay tuned for more information.
Please save the date on your calendar now for Sunday, December
9th, the second Sunday in Advent. This is a wonderful time to focus
on our faith. You will be filled with peace and joy. Come join us
celebrate the true meaning of Christmas, the birth of a little baby
boy Jesus.
We have a fantastic library that is open every Sunday, cared for
by Debbie Kervin. Stop by and check out the great variety of
books. Sign out a book or two and enjoy. Please be sure to bring
them back, so others can enjoy them too.
There are many ways you can get involved and grow on your
personal faith journey. Please join us for these special dates, or
just join us every Sunday!
Share the love of God with
everyone you meet along your
path. Invite friends and family to
join us, we would love to meet
them.
Blessings,
Maggie Crawford
Chair
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LIBRARY REPORT
Well, it has been one very long, hot summer! I do hope everyone
had a chance to read at least one good book
over this time. After all, what better way to
spend a lazy, hazy day of summer than
reading. If you were able to sign out a book
from Northminster Library, I urge you to
check to see if you remembered to return it
for re-circulation. Thank you!
We are now looking forward to cooler, fall days but shorter
daylight hours. So, browse our library and curl up at home with a
good book. Some of our newer books that I might recommend to
you are: I Can Only Imagine (Bart Millard), Cross Roads (Wm.
Paul Young – author of “The Shack”), Fishing Tips (Rev. Dr. John
Pentland), The Vinyl Café Notebooks (Stuart McLean), Stories of
the Heart ( Alice Gray), Me and My Sisters (Sinead Moriarity),
Leadership Wisdom from THE MONK Who SOLD His Ferrari
(Robin S. Sharma), and Cause for Hope (Bill Phipps).
New books will be arriving very soon to our library so continue
browsing to look for some of these: Tattooist of Auschwitz,
Becoming Mrs. Lewis (C.S.Lewis), Fire Road (Vietnam venue),
and others.
Continue reading and please remember to return your books. If
you have suggestions for books, please do not hesitate to contact
me.
Debbie Kervin,
Librarian
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Hello everyone, fall is here and Sunday School is back in
session! We kicked it off with our Annual Welcome Back
Sundae Sunday which is always a hit. Unfortunately, I was unable
to attend due to a rugby game at McMaster University! Maggie
was a huge help and took over that Sunday and made it extra
special! We have lots of activities planned for this year including
helping with communion, the Remembrance Day Service, All
Saints’ Sunday and of course, before we know it, it will be time for
our Christmas fundraising event and White
Gift Sunday service. We have our core group of kids and several
new/occasional visitors that we love to welcome into our activities.
I not only see growth in our youth but in the program as a whole
as more and more kids seem to be joining and coming every
Sunday!
I would like to add that I really missed being able to join in
welcoming Faith into our church!
If you have a special talent or experience you’d like to share or
would just like to spend some time with this great group of young
people telling a story, teaching us a game or whatever, we’d love
to hear from you.
Kean Varga
Youth Ministry
Kean.vargs@gmail.com or 705-931-2421
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE
It has been a very busy and interesting few months since Rev. Mir
retired. We've had some wonderful speakers, with each one being
very unique. Now it's time to welcome Lynda Hodgins as our supply
minister up until we have a permanent appointment. She has
graciously stepped in to fill the gap and for that we are truly grateful.
Lynda will be bringing new ideas and putting "life" into our service.
She is anxious to be here, so let's give her a warm Northminster
welcome.
We're going to try something a little different for three Sundays,
starting September 23rd. The October and November Sundays will
be announced in an upcoming bulletin. Instead of enjoying your
coffee after the service, we will be serving coffee at 9:30 a.m.,
before the service in the narthex.
Give this a try for just three
Sundays. You may be pleasantly
surprised. See you there!
Respectfully submitted,
Worship Chair,
Carol Van Tol
Browsing through some church
books I came across the
Service of Dedication for our Sanctuary. Rev. Donald
Tansley’s message at the beginning of the booklet was so
meaningful. He wrote:
“We do not glorify God by a building however
beautiful, nor in ceremonial however impressive.
But we do glorify God as we rise from our worship
and go outside these walls into the world to
transform society so that every child of God may
have life and have it more abundantly.”
As we enter this new journey before us, may we all strive to
create a better world outside our church.
Mary Hess Northey
Congregational Elder
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
2018 has been a busy year so far for the Fundraising
Committee. Events to date with the profit realized are:
Luncheon and Card Party
$ 910.00
Bridge Marathon
$ 316.00
Muffin Party
$ 906.05
Strawberry Supper
$ 4,500.24
:

Fall Ham Supper on Thursday, October 25th.
This supper will have two sittings at 4:45 p.m and 6:00 p.m.
Westben Christmas Concert on Saturday December 1st.
As well, we have convened several funeral receptions on behalf of
Northminster.
Committee Members,
Mary Hess Northey
Maureen Pickett
Bev Sherwin

From Psalm 139 verses 13 and14, we hear these words:
“You created every part of me,
knitting me in my
Mother’s womb.
For such handiwork,
I praise you. Awesome this great wonder!”
And we are woven, knitted together, creating this wonderful
tapestry we call Northminster United Church. It is my honour today
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to lift up the most wonderful prayer shawl ministry of this
congregation. A very special group of ladies, who prefer not to be
named, knitted together in faith, in friendship, in caring for one
another and this church family, share their gifts of time and talent
in this way. Small group ministry at its best.
What we do for one another, even the smallest gestures of
kindness, makes a caring community of faith, VISIBLE,
TANGIBLE and REAL.
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is just such a blessing; a blessing for
the recipient of a
shawl, for those
who create the
shawls, and a
blessing for
those who may
gift them on
behalf of our
church family.
They are given
for so many
reasons; times of
joy and sorrow.
Prayer Shawls
become those
tangible symbols of love, when words can’t be found to adequately
express one’s feelings. It is a gift freely given with no strings
attached. Made in prayer, as prayer, for prayer, these shawls are
passed on, hand to hand and heart to heart. But it’s not only the
physical warmth and comfort experienced when wrapped in a
shawl; For me personally, and others who have shared with me,
there is a spiritual warmth, a sense of peace that is felt within,
reminding us that God’s love and the loving care of our church
family is ever-present.
And so it is, from our hearts, as your Pastoral Visitation
Committee and on behalf of our whole congregation, we that we
say thank you to those of you who knit and crochet these most
beautiful and most meaningful gifts from your hands and hearts.
And we say thank you to those of you who support this ministry
with your prayers, donations of wool and monetary gifts for the
purchase of wool. We are so blessed.
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PASTORAL CARE & SENIORS’ MINISTRY
As I sit down to write my offering for our 2018 Fall Newsletter, I
can’t help but reflect back over the past few months in the life and
ministry of this our beloved church.
It seems like eons ago now, since we bid Rev. Mir farewell from
his ministry position here. Much has happened in the last 5
months.
As we know life is ever changing and there have been significant
changes in quite a few of our folk’s lives; those who have lost
loved ones; those who have transitioned from their homes to Long
Term Care and those who are having significant health issues.
With the support of the Congregational Elder Mary Hess Northey,
and Bev Sherwin Co-Chair of Pastoral Care, we have tried to keep
abreast of all the Pastoral Care needs of this congregation as they
became known to us. And it is such times as these that we truly
rely on each other; rely on folks letting us know if there are
emergent needs in the congregation.
For you see, I believe as a church family, anyone and everyone
can provide “pastoral care”. I know for a fact there are many of
you who quietly offer God’s love through the caring concern for
members of our church family, and go unrecognized. And we give
thanks.
It goes without saying, but I am going to anyways, that every
person has private struggles or sadness that are not known to
many. Being kind, “always to everyone”, as difficult as it may be
sometimes, can make a person’s day.
We have many in our congregation who are no longer able to get
out and about and getting to church can be very difficult or
impossible. So, it behooves us to make a friendly phone call,
better yet, a friendly visit, just to let them know we care and miss
them. When I visit so many of our folks, long time members, it
amazes me that the first thing most ask is “How are things at the
church?” or “What’s going on these days?” “Have they called a
new minister yet?” Please give these little acts of kindness your
prayerful consideration.
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On another note: One thing I am exploring at the moment as part
of senior’s ministry is offering an opportunity to form a Chair Yoga
group to start in October. There will be information posted with a
sign-up sheet just to see if there is indeed enough interested
people. Something to think about!
Until next time!
Blessings on this journey called “life”.
In faith,
Joan
Joan Smiley CAM

FINANCE
Autumn is here and 2018 is speeding along! Our revenue for
2018 is down but your donations this time of year usually go up
- lets all increase our givings as we can. Summer attendance was
lower than usual so that could account for lower envelope
offerings.
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I hope you have been able to attend some of our summer services
because we have had excellent supply speakers. I have really
enjoyed the diversity of these speakers and must send thanks to
Carol Van Tol for arranging these pulpit guests.
I know this is not timely but have a blessed Thanksgiving and a
happy Noel Season.
Joyce Armstrong.
Finance Chair

NURSING FOOTCARE SERVICES for advanced and diabetic footcare
provided by professional RPN.
For Appointment please call
705-741-4319 or 705-760-6877
Clinic held at Northminster United Church
Deb Reid, Executive Director
Down Syndrome Association of Peterborough
300 Sunset Blvd.
Peterborough, Ontario K9H 5L3
705-749-6695
www.downsyndromepeterborough.ca
“People with Down syndrome dream exactly the way you do!”
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Provider and great computer support for Northminster United
Church

Bill, you look like you are having too much fun
cleaning the BBQ after the Annual Round Up Dinner.
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Save the Date
WESTBEN
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
At
NORTHMINSTER UNITED CHURCH
Saturday, December 1st, 2018
Details and ticket information
Coming soon!!
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OUR NORTHMINSTER STAFF
Ministers
Interim Minister
Chair of the Official Board
Church Administrator
Director of Music
Seniors Ministry – CAM
Custodian
- Assistant Custodian
Youth Ministry

Northminster Church Family
Rev. Lynda Hodgins
Bruce Newmaster
Michele Fowler
Dustin Bowers
Joan Smiley
Bill VanTol
Ron Kervin, Ken Seim
Kean Varga

OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday
9 am to 1 pm
Tel. #705-748-4881
Email: northminster@cogeco.net

Lay Visitor: ___________________ Tel#:______________
If I can be of any assistance please contact me
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