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Sunday, January 19, 2025 at 10 am

2" Sunday after Epiphany

Music as We Gather
Welcome
Acknowledgement of the Land:

As we gather, we acknowledge that we meet and live on the
traditional territories of the Mississauga Anishinaabe People.
We give thanks for their care for the land over thousands of
years and for their deep spirituality and honouring of the
Creator and the creation. May we live with respect in God's
creation and in harmony with our neighbours.

Music as We Centre

Lighting the Christ Candle: Honouring Our Diversity in Gifts
Please stand for Opening Hymn

Opening Hymn: VU331 “The Church’s One Foundation”

1 The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord;
we are his new creation by water and the Word;
from heaven he came and sought us that we might ever be
his living servant people, by his own death set free.

2 Called forth from every nation, yet one o'er all the earth;
one charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name professing and at one table fed,
to one hope always pressing, by Christ's own Spirit led.

3 Though with a scornful wonder the world sees us oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
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yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, 'How
long?'
But soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of our war,

we wait the consummation of peace forevermore;

till with the vision glorious our longing eyes are blest,

and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.

We now on earth have union with God the Three in One,

and share through faith communion with those whose rest is
won.

Oh, happy ones, and holy! Lord, give us grace that we

like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.< >

Life, and Work of the Community
Call to Worship:

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

The Holy calls us to gather together.

Called to share our varied gifts.

We are called to open ourselves to the Holy.
Called to faith-filled living.

Let us worship!

Let us worship together!

Opening Prayer

Words of Assurance:

One:

All:

First

The promise of the Epiphany Season is the ever-present
Light of the Holy.

Through reflection, transformation, and action, as we
find ourselves in the Light of Epiphany, we can live
faithfully and authentically as children of the Holy.

Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 John Taylor

121 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, | do not

want

you to be uninformed. ?You know that when you were

pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not
speak. 3 Therefore | want you to understand that no one speaking
by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one
can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; >and there
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; ®and there are
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varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. " To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the
utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, °to another faith by the same Spirit,
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 1°to another the
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues. * All these are activated by
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as
the Spirit chooses.

Please remain seated

Psalm Selection: VU762 (from Psalm 36) Led by John Taylor
Pzalm 36
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Refrain: Your steadfast love, O God, extends to the heavens.

One Your steadfast love, O God, extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

All  Your righteousness is like the mountains, O God,
your judgements are like the great deep;
all living things you save. R

One How precious is your steadfast love, O God!

All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
All  They feast on the abundance of your house,

and you give them drink from the river

of your delights. R

One For with you is the fountain of life;
in your light do we see light.
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All  Continue your steadfast love to those who know you,
and your salvation to the upright in heart. R

Hymn: VU336 “Christ Whose Gilory Fills the Skies”

1 Christ whose glory fills the skies,
Christ the true, the only light,
sun of righteousness, arise,
triumph o'er the shades of night.
Dayspring from on high, be near;
daystar, in my heart appear.

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day's return,
till thy mercy's beams | see,
till they inward light impart,
glad my eyes and warm my heart.

3 Visit then this soul of mine,
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day. < >

”

Young at Heart Time: “Party Favours
Gospel Lesson: John 2:1-11 John Taylor

21 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and
the mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also
been invited to the wedding. *When the wine gave out, the mother
of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ * And Jesus said to her,
‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not
yet come.’ ®His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells
you.” ® Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish
rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. ’ Jesus
said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to
the brim. 8 He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the
chief steward.” So they took it. °When the steward tasted the
water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward
called the bridegroom *°and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the
good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have
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become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until
now.’ 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

Responses:

Reader:
All:

Reader:
All:

Meditation:

As we listen to the words from our scripture...

may we hear the stories from our faith history that
inspire us to embrace the promise and new life
shared with us by the Spirit of the Holy.

In the name of Jesus, the Christ...

Amen.

“‘Water into Whine”

Music for Meditation

Please stand for the New Creed

The New Creed
One: Let us join together in a statement of our communal

faith...

All: We are not alone,

we live in God’s world.

We believe in God:

who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.

We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:

to celebrate God’s presence,

to live with respect in Creation,

to love and serve others,

to seek justice and resist evil,

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,

God is with us.

We are not alone.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

We Receive the Offering



Doxology: VU542 “We Give You But Your Own”

We give you but your own,
whate'er the gift may be;

all that we have is yours alone,
we give it gratefully. < >

Dedication of Our Gifts

”

Minute for Mission: “Overcoming Obstacles
Read by John Taylor
Sue, 61, has faced a lifetime of challenges, starting in her youth
when her mother was involved with organized crime and jailed for
fraud. Later, as a young mom, a car accident left Sue with chronic
back pain. And last fall, a fire destroyed her Hamilton apartment,
forcing her onto the streets. Despite these struggles, Sue has
found stability at Mission and Service partner Wesley. In Wesley’s
special care unit, Sue is working to overcome the drug addiction
that she has lived with since she was 11. While the process has
been difficult, she is slowly reducing her drug use with the help of
prescribed medications and support from Wesley’s staff.

The care unit operates under a harm reduction model, allowing
clients like Sue to manage their addictions in a supported
environment. Wesley's program is part of a broader effort in
Hamilton to address homelessness and substance use. Recently,
the program expanded its capacity, and now provides about 30
beds for individuals struggling with multiple substances. Clients
are not expected to quit drugs immediately but are supported in
stabilizing their lives, receiving medical care, and reconnecting
with family. Wesley’s team includes doctors, nurses, and addiction
specialists who help clients find their own path to recovery.

For Sue, this support has been transformative. Her room at
Wesley provides a much-needed sanctuary, offering a reprieve
from the constant stress of homelessness and addiction. She
continues to focus on her recovery, working in the garden and
taking steps toward quitting fentanyl altogether. Sue dreams of
eventually finding her own home and reuniting with her beloved
cat, Kitty Cat, who was rescued from the fire and is being cared
for by a friend.

Your gifts through Mission_and Service help support people like
Sue on her ongoing journey to build a better future for herself and
her children. Thank you for your continued support.

Sue’s story was recently featured in The Hamilton Spectator.
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Hymn: VU342 “You Servants of God”

1

You servants of God, your Saviour proclaim,
and publish abroad that wonderful name;

the name all victorious of Jesus extol,

whose kingdom is glorious and rules over all.

God rules from on high, almighty to save,

whose Word still is nigh, a presence we have.
The great congregation God's triumph shall sing,
ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.

Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!

Let all cry aloud, and honour the Son!

The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,

bow down in deep reverence and worship the Lamb.

Then let us adore and give as is right,

all glory and power, all wisdom and might,

all honour and blessing with angels above,

and thanks never ceasing and infinite love. < >

Prayers of the People and Jesus Prayer

Please stand for the Closing Hymn
Closing Hymn: VU506 “Take My Life and Let It Be”

1

Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, all for thee;

take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;

take my feet, and let them be

swift and purposeful for thee.

Take my lips, and let them be
filled with messages from thee;
take my intellect, and use

every power as thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine;
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take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Take my love: and | will pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and | will be
ever, only, all for thee. < >

Blessing as We Go Forth:

One: Let us go from this place with hope and celebration.
All: Let us go from this place with peace and

compassion.

One: Let us go from this place with joy and celebration.
All: Let us go from this place love and inclusion.
One: Let us go from this place sharing the Light of Epiphany.

Amen.
All: Amen.

Sung Blessing: VU964

“Go Now in Peace’

Go now in peace, go now in peace.
May the love of God surround you everywhere,
everywhere you may go. < >

Music as the Worship Service Concludes

THANK YOU TO THIS WEEK’S VOLUNTEERS for Jan 19
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday, January 19" is “Soup Sunday”. Please
join us in the Upper Wright Hall following the
Worship Service for wonderful soup and

desserts. Soup
Sunday

FOOD BANK SUNDAY- is held on the 2nd Sunday

of each month. We invite you to bring items to support Kawartha Food
Share. Boxes are located in Upper Wright Hall and back foyer [exit to
parking lot]. If you wish to make a cash donation instead, there is a line
provided on the offering envelopes. Please make cheques payable to:
“Northminster United Church”. This can be placed on the offering
plate. Next date: Feb. 9" . We also accept eTransfers to:
treasurernuc@gmail.com

OUR NURSERY FOR OUR YOUNGEST CHILDREN is along the
main corridor across from the kitchen.

OFFERING ENVELOPES ... please contact Michele in the office to let
her know you require offering envelopes. Email: info@northminsteruc.ca
or Tel. # 705-748-4881.

PASTORAL CARE: If you know someone that is in the hospital that we
should know about, please call the office and let us know. The hospital
does not notify us & there is no longer access to a church list. If calling
the church after hours, please leave a message 705-748-4881.

Please keep in mind, we all need to take care of each other.

GRACE BUCK INCOME TAX SERVICE will be preparing Income Tax
returns again this year at Northminster. Scheduled dates: March 11t
March 25", April 8, and April 22M. For further information please call
705-745-4303
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